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1, In the Halle area, there wes a critical stortege of fals, reat ard sugar
products in June 1955, Jiation coupons vere generally honored, but only 60%
of hirh-quality meat products, such as bacon, pcrk.and speclal sausage
(salare) due cn ration cards were issued. Flour, ccffee and liguor centinued
to be bottlenecks. Suprlies of these commcditlies were nol availatle in
state-owned shops, It was not expscted that the situation would improve in
this field.

2. The reactions of the East Germans to the rresent supply difficulties ray be
corpared to the situction existing prior to 17 June 1953. The food issued on
ration eccurons per ronth is adequate only for two to three weeks. Because
of the inadeguate supplies avallable in siate-owned shops, Fast Germans are
fcreed te rake illepal purchases in the country. This situation ypertly
expleins the hirh percertage 7 sick workers in tre individual factories.

In an industrial plant which erploys about 80C persons, approxirately 10%
of the labor fecrce is sick at any given time.

3. In June 1955, it was learned in a central government agency in East Berlin
that butter wes henceforth to contain 25% water irnstead of the 20% prescribed.

4o In the second half of June 1955, the food situation in Weirar was ratrer
criticel, Vepetables and fruit were not obtuinable and the bread
was of very poor quality.

5, Prior to early July, it wa:c learned in Gotha that the basic and suprlementary
focod retion curds were fully horored. A total of 1,350 grams of meat, 1,6CC grams
of sugar, 9CO grams of fat were issued against coupons of the basic fcod ration
card., & total of 1,950 grams of reat, 1,800 grums of sugar, 1,450 grary of

fat were delivered agiinst coupons of the basic and supyrlementary feol retion
card B, A total of 1,95C grams of rest, 1,8C0 grams of sugarsand 1,45( grars

of fat were lssued against coupons of the basic ard supplementary focc ration
card C. Children up te five years old were issued 1,6CC srams of sugsr, 9O
srars of reatrand QUC grams of butter; while children frem 9 to 15 yeurs old
were issued 1,600 srams sugar, 1,C5C grers of 1eutgand 1,050 grams cf fat.
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Only pork is usually obtainable on the free rurket. Beef is very scarce
and rutton almost never obtainable. Butter is occasionally obtainable at
state~owned shops at a price of 5 DME for 25C grams. Since recently &n
inferior type of butter called "mixed butter" has becn offered at the
price of 4.4 DME for 250 grams. This type of butter is disliled by the
population because it is believed that lrard coal derivatives are mixed
with it. Three different types of margarine are cffered at different
wrices, but this rargarine cannot be spread on brend, The sale of sugax
Jiescentinued in mid-lay. Bee-honey and synthetic honey are not obtsiraule,
wpile jam is available in adaquate quantities. 10C grams of chocolute
are sold at a price of 6 DME,

Since April 1955, alriost only black rye bread, which is mostly moist, has
beer cffered for sale. White breud and rolls are hardly obtainacle and
potatoes are in short supply. Vilk is generally issued only to small
children for ration cards; if it is sold on the free market, a price of
1.12 DVE is charged per liter. No condensed rilk is obtainable., Cheese is
in very sh~rt supply and,if obtainable at allj;of poor quality. liost of the
so-called Schmelzkgese , which is seldor offered,was impcrted. Eggs are
offered occasionally at a price of C.40 to C.45 DIE each. Nocdles are
available in adequate quantities and in relatively good quality. Salt water
fish is hardly obtainable,

During thre spring, salad was cbtairable 1n adequate juantities while there
was a scarcity of cucumbers and tomatoes, and asparagus and cauliflover
were not to be obtained at all. Frult is in short supply. “he amall
quantities of canned fruit are offered at high prices. Fruits from the south
are very scarce. No coffee or cocoa is offered for sale but tea may be bought.
Except for Soviet crabs and cod liver, delicicies are not offered on the
free market. Cigarettes are obtainable in adejuate quantities, including some
of Chinese origin. Cigars are, however, in short suprly. The quality of the
liquor cfferad has deteriorated. Cnly a standard *ype of beer with a 10 €
Starmwuerze (wort) and thin beer with a 4 1/2% Stamrwuerze are produced.
Malt beer is not available,

Queves cf up to 1(C people were frequently seen in front of state-owned
shors and at places where faurmers offer their products. These reorle openly
voiced their discontent about the #ritical food s:tuaticn.

Except for sugar and legumes, food was available in adequate quartities

in the three : ooperative shops and the one state-owned shop located in
Staaken. In the line of meat, mostly pork was offered. Adequate quantities
of camned fish and eggs were available. Queues vere seidom observed in front
of food shops.

There was no shortage of consurer joods although the quality left much to
be desired,

In early June 1955, it was cbserved at Wismar that the suprly situation in
the field of textiles and footwsar had continued to deteriorate. In early
1955, West German and Swedish footwear was still cffered for sale. In June
almcst only shoes of pig skin were obtainable,

In early June 1955, no flour was obtainable at Wismar. Butter was only
offered fcr sale at cooperative shops. Beef was last obtainable in
Janvary 1955.

In June 1955, a total of 1,50 grams of r.eat, 9CC grams of fa.tso.nd 1,8CC grams

of sugar were issued to the normal ccnsurer (Normalverbraucher). Ration
courons were fully honvied. Sugar, wheat-flour, fruit from the South, coffee
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and chocolate were net cbtainable on the free rarket.

This winter individual persims will be issued 10 hundredweights of btriquettes,
Coup.es will receive 12 hundredweights and families with children 16 htindred-
walghts. Every family is also entitled tc buy 1 hundredweight of fire wood.
Raw brown coal is cbtainable on the free market. The briguettes delivered
are of poor quality.

fast Germans are very dissatisfied about the critical focd situation and
they volce their discontent fully when lining up for butter, suparjor other
special food deliveries. Brawls are a frequent occurrence

In June 1955, it was observed at Flgersburg, Thuringia, that food ration
cards were fully honored. Uxcept for coffee, all types of foodstuff were
obtainable without difficulty in state-owned and cooperstive shops. There

was no scarcity in the field of household goods and other industrial products.
The quantity of foodstuff obtainable against ration cards was not reduced
during the last year,

In early June 1955, it was observed in Weimar that ration cards were Mlly
honored. Cnly small quantities of food were obtainable in state-owned shops.
Farmers were chserved offering srall quantities of beef for sale between
0400 and 05C0, About 2C0 buyers were lining up for this reat and only 50

at most could buy any, The quantities of food obtainable against food ration
cards vere not cut during the last few months, East Gerrans frequently
voiced the:lr d:Lscontent about the eritical food situation.

Approved For Release 2008/10/27 : CIA-RDP80-00810A008200670002-9

25X1

25X1



